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ACTION PACKED: Both staff and students at Vulcan Prairieview Elementary School were front and
centre in the action during rehearsal for the Trickster Theatre performance. In this scene, the Leader in
Me habit Be Proactive is being acted out. Calgary’s Trickster Theatre company was in Vulcan as early
as December and January which culminated in the students putting on a production in mid-January.
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Abandoned wells that are causing

turmoil for landowners across the
province may be seeing some legal
movements during an appeal at the
Supreme Court this February.
After spending time working with the

support of the Alberta federation of
Agriculture, farmers across the
province, the National Farmers Union
and other organizations, the Action
Surface Rights Association have been
granted an application to intervene the
appeal that opposes a legal ruling
allowing energy companies to walk away
from unprofitable lands. 
The ruling, known as the Redwater

Decision, has been a hot topic of
conversation as of late as it allows for
bankrupt oil and gas companies to leave
the wells on leased land abandoned
should they not have the means to
reclaim them, leaving the landowners to
deal with the repercussions. 
“It’s a difficult situation,” says Daryl

Bennett, board member of the Action
Surface Rights group. 
“We have a problem with Redwater.

There’s about 1,800 suspended,
abandoned or inactive wells sitting
there, with no timeline for reclamation
so they could be there for forty or fifty
years and when Redwater says you
don’t legally have to pay to reclaim
them, the company is obviously going to
walk away.”
The Action Surface Rights Association,

which is an organization of landowners

dedicated to helping others dealing with
government and industry processes
within the energy sectors, have spent a
lot of time providing help not only
cleaning up abandoned well sites but
also advocating for the landowners
burdened with these wells after they
have been left in un-safe and un-
sufficient manners by larger
corporations.
The Redwater ruling, which was made

back in 2016, has been a topic of
conversation for not only the Action
Surface Rights Group since its
enactment but also to farmers across
the province that see these abandoned
wells on their property as they can
cause a multitude of problems to the
land-owners themselves including
contamination, sour gas and forfeited
bills. 
“A lot of these wells aren’t left in good

shape,” says Bennett. “Farmers have to
keep farming around the area with risks
of contamination to their crops or
noxious weeds as well as landowners
seeing breach of leases and bills not
paid by the contractor that then lands
on them.” 
Bennett added these are just some of

the reasons that landowners are
experiencing problems with the ruling.
He explains the status quo needs to
change as far as taking ownership for
these sometimes-hazardous wells. 
However, Bennett does agree that in

such an economic downturn, asking oil
companies to pay out billions to cover
costs is not a feasible plan, yet he

stresses that something has to change
to shift the responsibility and burden off
of the landowners who are not being
respected throughout this process. 
With the numbers of abandoned or

inactive wells raising dramatically over
the past three years as oil prices have
fallen, creditors and environmentalists
have pitted against one and other to
strain their views on protecting the land
versus protecting the operators that
have become victims to the economic
downturn. 
However, with the turmoil still playing

out the case is now set to see an appeal

by thousands of landowners across the
province in front of the Supreme Court
on Feb. 15, with the Action Surface
Rights Association being granted their
own right to intervene during this
appeal. 
“The University of Calgary law clinic

is doing a lot of our legal work for us,
and most of it had been pro-bono
because it’s a public interest matter,
and we wouldn’t have been able to do
any of this or get this far without their
help,” added Bennett of the Surface
Rights Association’s role in this
situation. 

Action Surface Rights’ appeal at Supreme Court

File photo 
The relationship between the petroleum and agriculture industries has been
strained. Now there is a Supreme Court date Feb. 15 regarding abandoned
wells.
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Alberta Ecotrust is bringing back

their annual environmental gathering
for the third year this March to start
the conversation on creating a better
future for our province. 
From March 8-10 in Calgary, Ecotrust

is inviting representatives from industry
and government professionals, workers
in the environmental sector and
interested members of the public to
join the conservation and attend the
weekend dedicated to building a
prosperous and sustainable future. 
“With this year’s event, when we

started to think of the theme of
creating the future, we wanted to think
of ways that could spur innovative
ideas, inform participants on issues
and share with others the design and
evaluation process for the work they’re
currently doing and will be doing into
the future,” says Pat Letizia, Executive
Director of the Alberta Ecotrust
Foundation of this year’s theme. 
With a belief that there is a current

need for a fundamental shift in the way
Alberta’s citizens and organizations
think about environmental issues and
solutions, this three-day event will
bring together hundreds of
environment enthusiasts to engage in a
slew of activities. 
From networking and presentations

to workshops including an
Environmental Solutions Forum where
participants will take the ideas
cultivated throughout their time at the
event and re-imagine solutions to
current situations while working with
others in attendance; the event in full
offers an opportunity for all those
present to learn and grow in a sector so
pivotal to our planets well-being
The gathering will also see keynote

speakers in attendance including Dr.
Alex Burton, President at the
Innographer, a practical open
education and innovation design firm,
as well as Leroy Little Bear, a veteran
educator from the Innii Initiative.
“There are also organizations from

across the province in attendance that
have some little more resources such
as the Oldman Watershed council and
SouthEast Alberta Watershed Council,
that have consistent funding and are
working on multiple issues across their

organization who always bring with
them their expertise,” added Letizia of
some of those that will be in
attendance. 
However, it isn’t just industry

professionals and government officials
that look at attending this three-day
event, but also post-secondary
education students within
environmental programs as well as
interested members of the public
dedicated to making a better future
and hearing the ideas the gathering
has to offer of providing new solutions
to existing and upcoming problems. 
“When looking at creating future we

need to look pragmatically at the tools
we need to do that. We want to guide
people through creating learning

framework through applied learning in
a way that’s organic and feels exciting.”
With three days of education,

innovation and hands-on activities,
this year’s event is also dedicated to the
art of bringing together those involved
with environment conservation from
across the province to build
relationships with one and other and
create alliances to be better capable of
achieving success.
As well, the event offers a platform to

build bridges from one sector to
another to create hope for new ideas,
tools and skills to evolve as the new
problems arise in relation to the
environment that is so detrimental to
our way of life. 
“Regardless of what you do for a

living or where you work — the
environment is so important, and
sometimes we take it for granted,” says
Letizia.
“There’s very few opportunities for

people in this sector to have this
solution space and this opening with
the gathering to focus in on the
environment and look for windows of
opportunity where issues can be
addressed is very important.”
All those wanting to sign up and buy

tickets for the gathering can do so by
visiting the Alberta Ecotrust website at
https://albertaecotrust.com/gathering
2018/where more information on this
years annual gathering,
accommodations and complete line-up
can also be found.

Alberta Ecotrust brings together environmental enthusiasts 

Photos by Pat Letizia
Those present at the Alberta Ecotrust Environmental gathering participate in workshops throughout the day to gain
a better understanding of problems and possibilities within the environment.

The Workshop tools on display as audiences engage in the Alberta Ecotrust Environmental Gathering.
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An edition of the

Photo by Matthew Liebenberg

WILD TIME: Swift Current area residents were able to have a really close look at a variety of wildlife species from across North and South America during the Wildlife Festival tour stop in

the city on March 4. Above, Matthew Morgan of the Canadian Raptor Conservancy holds out his glove-covered hand for a Harris’s hawk to land on during a bird of prey demonstration.

BY MATTHEW LIEBENBERG —

mliebenberg@prairiepost.comEfficiency and fiscal responsibility were key themes

during the presentation of the City of Swift Current’s

municipal budget for 2015 at a regular council meeting

on March 9.The $80.2-million budget includes a 3.21 per cent tax

increase that will be allocated to capital projects.

Capital expenditures represent $29 million of the total

budget with a focus on infrastructure upgrades.

The remaining $51.2 million is allocated to operating

and utility expenses, which will be delivered without 

a need for any additional tax increase due to

improvements in productivity and efficiency.

“We are confident in our ability to do so through our

willingness to innovate and find new and better ways to

deliver these services,” Mayor Jerrod Schafer said in his

budget message Monday. “Our bottom line — we will do

more with less to benefit your bottom line.”

The theme of the budget presentation — “Partners 

in Progress” — placed an emphasis on residents,

businesses, community organizations and investors as

key partners to reach the City’s vision of a population of

25,000 by 2025.Schafer said the budget will assist the City to uphold

Swift Current’s status as one of the lowest-taxed

communities in Saskatchewan.

“I am very pleased to say that this budget reflects our

commitment to prudent, careful decision-making,

carefully balancing the expectations of our community

partners, the demands that come with growth, and our

fiscal responsibility to Swift Current,” he mentioned.

These sentiments were shared by other members of

council in their remarks during the meeting. Councillor

Pat Friesen said the budget aligns with the City’s

strategic plan and there has been excellent progress

towards the long-term objective of growth.

“This year’s budget provides us with further focus on

fiscal responsibility while at the same time moving

forward with that growth strategy,” she mentioned.

“I’m also pleased to see that there’s no increase in the

cost of providing civic services while we’re able to retain

or expand current service levels. When you consider that

the overall cost of doing business continues to rise, this

means that our services will be delivered in a more

efficient manner.”
Councillors Ryan Plewis and Denis Perrault also

emphasized the need for efficiency and the importance

of doing more with less while providing needs.

“It doesn’t get easier,” Perrault said about the annual

budget process. “We have an infinite amount of wants

and we’re constrained by the amount of resources that

we have. I agree with what I’m hearing and definitely a

very balanced budget, but of real importance is I think

you can really see fiscal responsibility.”
Continued on Page A4

Swift Current Council focuses on fiscal

responsibility in 2015 municipal budget

Songbird research 
on the Prairies.Page A16

Friday,

 March 13, 2015

WILD TIME: Swift Current area reside

nts were able to have a really close look at a variety of wildlife species from across North and South America during the Wildlife Festival tour stop in

the city on March 4. Above, Matthew Mo

rgan of the Canadian Raptor Conservancy holds out his glove-covered hand for a Harris’s hawk to land on during a bird of prey demonstration.

LIEBENBERG —

mliebenbe

rg@prairiepost.com

Efficienc

y and fiscal responsibility were key

 themes

during the presentation of the City of Swift Cu

rrent’s

municipal budget for 2015 at a regul

l meeting

on March 9.The $80.2-million budget includes a 

Swift Cu

rrent Council focuses on fiscal
re

sponsi

bility in 2015 municipal budget

WILD TIME

: Swift Current area residents were able to have a really close look at a variety of wildlife species from across North and South America during the Wildlife Festival tour stop in

the city 

on March 4. Above, Matthew Morgan of the Canadian Raptor Conservancy holds out his glove-covered hand for a Harris’s hawk to land on during a bird of prey demonstration.

L

mliebenbe

rg@prairiepost.com

Efficienc

y and fis

nsibility were key themes

during the present

ation of the City of Swift Current’s

municipal

 budget for 2015 at a regular council meeting

Sw

ift Current Council focuses on fiscal
re

sp

onsibility in 2015 municipal budget

For all your 
CURRENT 

NEWS 
check out the 

latest edition of 
the 

Prairie Post 
 your community 

newspaper

Every Friday
Photo by Mat
Photo by Mat
Photo by Mat
Photo by Mat
Photo by Mat
Photo by Mat
Photo by Mat
Photo by Mat
Photo by Mat
Photo by Mat
Photo by Mat
Photo by Mat
Photo by Mat
Photo by Mat
Photo by Mat
Photo by Mat
Photo by Mat
Photo by Mat
Photo by Mat
Photo by Matthew Liebenb

thew Liebenb
thew Liebenb
thew Liebenb
thew Liebenb
thew Liebenb
thew Liebenb
thew Liebenb
thew Liebenb
thew Liebenb
thew Liebenb
thew Liebenb
thew Liebenb
thew Liebenb
thew Liebenb
thew Liebenb
thew Liebenb
thew Liebenb
thew Liebenbergergergergergergergergergergergergerg

WILD TIME: Swift Current area residents were able to have a really close look at a variety of wildlife species from across North and South Ameri

ca during the Wildlife Festival tour
ival tour
ival tour
ival tour
ival tour
ival tour
ival tour
ival tour
ival tour stop in

 stop in
 stop in
 stop in
 stop in
 stop in
 stop in
 stop in
 stop in
 stop in
 stop in
 stop in
 stop in
 stop in
 stop in

the city on March 4. Above, Matthew Morgan of the Canadian Raptor Conservancy holds out his glove-covered hand for a Harris’s hawk to lan

d on during a bird of prey demonstration.

Swift Current Council focuses 

on fis

cal

Come celebrate our 80th Anniversary
Raymond Rotary Club Dinner Dance

Saturday Feb 10/18 • 6:30pm
Raymond Cultural Hall

Interactive Dinner Theatre, Silent Auction
Dance to the music of

Hippodrome
Lethbridge's "Rhythm and Groove" band

$40.00/person or book a table of 8 - $320.00
a table of 10 - $400.00

Funds raised go to support many local and international projects

Contact Val Boehme: 403-752-4281/403-892-3064
or vjboehme@gmail.com 41

22
09

78



Friday, February 2, 2018 - Prairie Post West - 3
Alber ta

(CNW) The Métis Nation is encouraged
by the outcome of the recent emergency
meeting on Indigenous Child and Family
Services Reform in Ottawa involving
federal, provincial and territorial
ministers and the leadership of the
Métis Nation, First Nations and Inuit.
"The federal government's commitment

to action, in particular its commitment
to support Métis Nation leadership in
their work to advance meaningful,
culturally-appropriate reform of child
and family services, is an essential first
step," said David Chartrand, Vice-
President of the Métis National Council. 
The Métis Nation's Minister of Culture,

Heritage and Family, Clara Morin Dal
Col, identified those steps during the
discussion of commitment to action:
• Building upon the Nation-to-Nation,

government-to-government relationship
other levels of Government need to
recognize the Metis Nation's right to
assume its jurisdiction over Child and
Family Services.
• The Federal Government needs to

recognize its post-Daniels fiduciary
responsibility and take the funding lead
to support Metis child and family
institutions where these exist and to
support the creation of new Metis
Nation child and family authorities.
• Addressing the crisis of Metis

children and families requires long-term
institutional changes and sustained

coordinated activities of all orders of
government. Strengthening
accountability calls for an Annual
Summit on Métis Nation child and
family issues.
• There is a need to strengthen Metis

Institutions to increase the capacity of
those institutions to address the
determinants that have been identified
as increasing risks to children and
families.
• There is a need for investments in

prevention and the need to develop and
coordinate wrap around services to
support families (denial of housing
supports for Métis needs to be addressed).
• There is a need to identify data and

share best practices. Identifying Metis
children in intake in a significant
manner and assist with ensuring that
children outside of registered First
Nation children have an identity other
than 'Other'.
• Any changes to policy or legislation

that effect Metis children in care must
be done in consultation with the Metis
Nation and its governing entities.
• There must be full engagement of

Metis families and children and new
approaches must respect their culture,
heritage and identity in all services and
plans.
• Ongoing intergovernmental work

should involve the federal government
and Ontario and the four western most

provinces, the MNC and its Governing
Members.
"It appears that Budget 2018 will

include funding for Indigenous child
and family services and it is imperative
that the Métis Nation participate fully in
it to address this longstanding and
growing crisis,” said Vice-President
Chartrand. " We also expect the budget
to address federal commitments to the
Métis Nation in areas such as housing,
early learning and child care, and
employment and training, all of which
are critical in heading off the conditions

that cause family breakdown and
apprehension of our children."
The President of the Women of the

Métis Nation, Melanie Omeniho,
emphasized that in addition to being a
human rights crisis, Indigenous
children in care speaks to the need to
recognize and implement the rights of
Indigenous people to self-determination. 
"As Minister Bennett rightly pointed

out, this is a section 35 rights issue, the
right of our Métis Nation to protect and
secure our Métis families and children.
Who can argue with that?"

BY DEMI KNIGHT

DKNIGHT@PRAIRIEPOST.COM
SouthGrow Regional Initiative has seen

some change recently with the hiring of its
new manager Peter Casurella. 
Since outgoing manager, Peter Lovering

announced his retirement after four years
with the organization, SouthGrow
administration is pleased to welcome a
new member with extensive experience to
their team this year. 
“I’m really excited about this role,” says

the newly-appointed manager of the
SouthGrow Regional Initiative. 
“It really aligns with my professional

experience and interest, I really enjoy the kind of work
at the intersection of academic research and trends and
helping people excel. It’s really important for me in a job
to go to work everyday and help have an impact on
other people’s lives.”
Casurella, who is passionate about community

building, is joining the SouthGrow community with a
slew of experience and education under his belt
including three post-secondary degrees, work as a
communications and fundraising professional for
Lethbridge Family services and Communications and
Policy Strategist for the Lethbridge Chamber of
Commerce.

With big hopes to continue his work in the
non-profit sector and elevate the work of the
SouthGrow Initiative, Casurella says he is
excited to be joining the team and for his
future with the organization. 
SouthGrow is an economic development

alliance of 24 different south-central
Albertan communities. 
Its role is to work with assisting

organizations, businesses and all the people
within their regions further their economic
success whilst also enhancing their quality
of life.  
With planned projects such as Economic

Development Training, developing and
building regional partnerships and

productivity improvements, Casurella says that the
SouthGrow Regional Initiative is in a great position to
help propel southern Alberta into the global market and
prepare them for instrumental growth within their
future. 
“We are no longer living in an isolated bubble in

southern Alberta, we’re competing on a global level and
many places are elevating their communities and if we
don’t do the same we will be left behind.”
“There’s a big opportunity for southern Alberta to

really grow. People want access to agri-food products
that we produce, and we are ideally positioned to

provide those, we have high-technology and high-
quality products here that with help can really expand
to meet that demand.” 
Casurella also added that alongside helping the

organization grow communities within their reach in
the economic development sectors he also has common
priorities to serve as set by the members of the initiative
themselves. These include, ensuring that SouthGrow
stays digitally connected to the public, that there is a
transportation connection to getting what is needed
where it’s needed at an affordable rate and making sure
the public is aware of the opportunities and advantages
that southern Albertan communities have within the
current market.
“I’m really excited, the future of our economy is really

bright and in order to see that we need to pull together
and empower individual communities to seize their
opportunities and provide them with the right tools to
continue their growth,” says Casurella. 
SouthGrow works to represent over 160,000 people

throughout southern Alberta and hope to continue their
journey with Casurella in helping the economic
development and innovation, strategic collaborations
and marketing communications of all their regions,
bringing success and growth to all within the future. 
More information on the organization as well as

current projects and businesses and investments can
be found on their website at: http://southgrow.com

SouthGrow Regional Initiative welcomes a new manager

Métis Nation statement on Indigenous Child and Family Services Reform
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CONTRIBUTED
RCMP in Picture Butte have recently

laid charges against a 49-year-old man
following an investigation into
allegations of sexual assaults that
occurred 30 years ago.
In September 2016, RCMP were

contacted by a victim who reported that
when she was a child, she had been
sexually abused by a man known to
her. The Picture Butte RCMP began an
investigation into the allegations and
three additional female victims came
forward to report they had also suffered
similar assaults.
All of the offences in this investigation

are alleged to have taken place in the
1980s and 1990s and involve female
victims who were known to the

accused.
On January 16, 2018 investigators

arrested Marvin “Ross “ Harker (49) of
Raymond, Alberta. He faces charges of
Sexual Interference and has been
released on a recognizance with
conditions including no contact with
persons under 18. Harker is scheduled
to appear on February 7th, 2018 in
Lethbridge Provincial Court.
“While our investigation is now

concluded, it is possible that other
victims are out there,” says Sergeant
Tom Howell, Picture Butte RCMP
detachment commander. “Anyone who
has information about this
investigation or other incidents should
contact their local law enforcement
agency.”

Raymond man arrested

BY DEMI KNIGHT

DKNIGHT@PRAIRIEPOST.COM
The Alberta Sugar Beet Growers

(ASBG) are bringing some sweetness to
the province this February with its
2018 annual general meeting. 
On Feb. 14 at the Lethbridge Lodge

and Conference Centre, the growers’
organization hosts their annual event
that brings together industry
professionals, producers and members
of the public to talk about the industry,
share annual reports and updates,
offer a trade show for networking and
driving consumer interest all the while
celebrating the sweetest crop in the
province. 
“The first portion of the day is open to

absolutely everyone to attend… And we
want to encourage everyone to come
out and see what’s going on with the
Sugar Beet Crop at this years meeting,”
says Melody Garner-Skiba, Executive
Director of ASBG.
“Because this year’s annual general

meeting falls on February 14th, one
day after Canada Agriculture day and
on Valentine’s Day, the theme this year
is ‘I Love Ag’.”
With hopes to share the latest

updates on trends and the farming
industry as a whole, as well as
overcome challenges and possibilities
for the future of this iconic crop within
the province, Garner-Skiba says the
meeting will last throughout an entire
day, but will be separated into two
different sessions to cater to different
audiences. 
The morning portion, taking place

from 9 a.m. until noon being open to all
members of the public to attend will
consist of hearing reports on the ASBG
organization, as well as updates from

the Canadian Sugar Beet
Association.
The morning will also see

four separate presentations
which will touch on
agriculture safety, risk
management programs, a
trade update and a
personal story of how with
the help of a local product
one man’s craft distillery
has gone on to sell
worldwide.
“The other element that

we’re trying to add this year
to our morning session is a
trade show,” added Garner-
Skiba. “We’re looking for
vendors to join us at the
meeting. Tables will be
available so that our
growers can network as well
as increase and diversify
farming operations.” 
The afternoon session which runs

from 1:30-4:30 p.m. however, differs
slightly and is only open to farmers,
delegates and producers with ASBG.
This portion of the meeting will
furthermore touch on slightly different
aspects of the sugar beet industry
including business sessions and formal
reports from the ASBG board, which
Garner-Skiba says is typically only in
interest to the actual growers
themselves. 
“Our president and vice president will

also take some time throughout the
meeting to report on what’s happened
throughout 2017 as well as touching
on some of the challenges that we’ve
had, amending our regulations and any
obstacles that have been presented to
us,” added Garner-Skiba of this year’s

annual general meeting. 
With the event fast approaching and

the trade show being added to this
year’s roster, tables are still available
for vendors to purchase to showcase
their products. 
Garner-Skiba, tables will be available

says up until three or four days prior to
the actual event. 
Tickets for the morning event are also

available to all members of the public
for a small fee, and can be purchased
by contacting the ASBG office directly
at (403)-223-1110 or through e-mail at
office@asbg.ca 
Stakeholders who also wish to attend

this year’s event have a registration fee
of $100 and all RSVP’s from these
organizations for this year’s annual
general meeting must be confirmed no
later than Wednesday, Feb. 7.

Alberta Sugar Beet Growers’ AGM will be a heartfelt one

Photos contributed
Above: Workers from CP Farm stand in a sugar beet crop field ready to dig in.

Nixon Van Dam is all smiles as he
holds a sugar beet.
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Letter to the Editor

Parents often teach their children to behave so as to not
ruin an experience or a location for others. 
Children are taught to ensure they clean up after

themselves and to leave
things better than what they
found it.
Apparently this message

was lost with some of those
who enjoy parks and is
certainly applicable to the
Castle Wildland Provincial
Park and Castle Province
Park and those who enjoy
Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV)-
driving in the area.
This over year-long battle

is a good reminder for
anyone who frequents parks
or any area which is
environmentally sensitive.
After the Alberta provincial

government announced
early last year they were creating 103,00 hectares of new
parks/protected areas in the Castle's area which is at
the southern tip of the Rocky Mountains, they quickly
announced their plan was to restrict access of OHVs in
that area, much to the delight of scientists and local and
provincial environmental groups who have complained it
was damaging ecology and subsequently hurting the
ability for animals to survive.
This was met with anger by those who have enjoyed

relatively open access to the area. 
There was a two-month period where the public could

submit their thoughts and opinions and a report was to
be done. 
In late December 2017, without a lot of fanfare, the

Alberta provincial government released an 88-page
synopsis study from 150 other studies which indicated

OHVs have become a negative source for the landscape,
the 180 species of plants and those animals which are
considered endangered. 
The study includes the "human footprint" included a

reported 1,700 km of trails, crossings on streams (i.e.
1,600 in a 1,000 sq. km area; ) which scientists point
out compact and then ultimately cause soil erosion as
plants are ripped away.
The numbers don't look good for OHV enthusiasts but

then again, scientists will have the data to back what
they are advocating. 
It is a blow to many OHV enthusiasts who are still

mindful of the region and unquestionably, themselves
have done a lot of work to maintain the area for not just
themselves but for the wildlife and plant systems.
One such local OHV group is the Crowsnest Pass

Quad Squad which has over 500 members. 
In a Jan. 12 Prairie Post West story about the Quad

Squad, they list "three of the most exciting trails users
can ride include the 1946 Dakota Plane Crash Site, a
fishing pool and waterfall on the Daisy Creek ride and an
eleven-hour ride along the Lille Castle Loop."
They have done a lot of painstaking hard work on

maintaining trails and ensuring they are looking after
it... on their own. 
The trouble is, they can't look after all of it, that’s a

massive task — that isn't their job; it's the
government's.
After years where environment hadn't been on the top

of the provincial government's priority list, now the NDP-
led government has swung the pendulum the other way. 
While it may be unfair to call this a knee-jerk reaction

to raising environmental concerns, there is little doubt
the provincial government's strong feelings on
environmental protection, species conservation (see: sage
grouse) is evident. It should not be surprising then, the
NDP would have the ear of local conservation groups. 
Is it heavy handed to just ultimately ban all OHV

vehicles? 
Probably and one would hope that there is some sort of

comprise where there is restricted areas, but that OHV
enthusiasts such as the Quad Squad can still go in
some of their favorite designated areas. They should not
be punished because of previous government's neglect of
the issue or the perceived overzealousness to ban and
over-regulate everything by the current administration.
Ultimately, parks are meant to be enjoyed by all

visitors, no matter (within reason) what they treasure
doing, but they are still home to animals and species of
plants. At some point ,there has to be some sort of
middleground.
The Castle area is some of the most beautiful area and

scenery anywhere as the southern tip of the Rockies
provide some beautiful backdrops.
It is too bad the vast majority of both nature and

outdoor enthusiasts' pure enjoyment has to be dictated
to just because by the actions of ignorant, immature,
callous and selfish people who can't find it within
themselves to not cause undo damage or by previous
administrations which didn't put an immediate stop to
it. 
The Quad Squad aren’t the ones who should be looked

at as anti-environment: it’s those OHV who were
reckless as well as those tourists who didn’t show the
area any respect with their actions and not maintaining
the area. It ultimately hurts those OHV enthusiasts who
just wanted to enjoy majestic Canadian landscape that
region. 
This is a good lesson for those who use any parks or

environmentally-sensitive regions such as the Sandhills.
Remember those parental lessons:look after it; clean up
after yourself and leave it in better shape than when you
found it. 

(Ryan Dahlman is managing editor of Prairie Post East
and Prairie Post West. Any comments or letters can be
emailed : rdahlman@prairiepost.com)

OHV debate has environmentalists as Castle
royalty; food for thought for all park goers

Ryan

Dahlman
EDITOR

EDITOR:
The dictionary defines conservative as:

“resistance to change.” 
Too simple. Face it, life is change. We

grow and learn new ways.
To observe nature is to observe change.

Are conservatives against nature? Some
seem to be. We in southern Alberta farm
in a desert. 
The use of herbicides and pesticides

are definitely against the natural world.
By killing bees and starving birds we
change the natural balance. It is
definitely not conservation when we kill
elk, antelope, caribou, moose, cougar,
grizzly and wolves; not because we need
the food.
We upset the natural balance for profit,

ego satisfaction and “fun.” This is
unnecessary on all counts. There are
more cattle in America than people. Do
we need to eat a cow each, plus
chickens, pigs and turkeys? This is
methane production on an industrial
scale – mostly for export.
Canadians do not approve of water

export; yet to produce one hamburger
requires nine barrels of water; one roast
chicken, 388 barrels of water, not to
mention pollution. Just one pound of
steak on our plate funnels 16 pounds of
grain and soy into cattle. That pound
also uses enough water to supply a
typical American with a daily bath for a
year.
One-third of our fish catch is fed to

animals. “Most of the food we grow is
used to feed cattle, pigs, etc. You get
better efficiency by eating the food
yourself instead of feeding it to the cow,
and eating the cow.” (Steven Chu, U.S.
Secretary of Energy and Nobel Laureate)
Overall farm prices have fallen 80 per

cent in 40 years, while the consumer
food price index climbed roughly 350 per
cent, profits not to farmers, but to
traders, processors and retailers.
(Gristle, Moby and Park, 2010)
Who should we be feeding? Could we

reduce inflation and water use by
rejecting “free trade” deals?
DON RYANE, LETHBRIDGE

Our food production is in need of change



Friday, February 2, 2018 - Prairie Post West - 7
Let ters  to  the  Edi tor

EDITOR:
"Negative income" is an oxymoron—a

phrase that combines contradictory
ideas. 
Does "philanthropic millionaire"

qualify as an oxymoron? Author John
Steinbeck thought so. He wrote, "One
has only to remember some of our
wolfish financiers who spend two-thirds
of their lives clawing fortunes out of the
guts of society and the latter third
pushing it back." He then added "giving
can bring the same sense of superiority
as getting does, and philanthropy may
be another kind of spiritual avarice."
While millionaire and billionaire

philanthropists may feel a sense of
superiority, researchers have found
giving, or altruism, is hard-wired into
the brain and produces a sense of
belonging. A sense of belonging is a
universal human need.
We have crushing proof that tax

loopholes, limited liability, financial

(de)regulations, outsourcing, and
automation are powerful claws.  
They are gutting the 99% of us and

the environment.
The Latin origins of “parent” means

“bringing forth.” We need to parent the
idea that we can skip the wolfishly
clawing of fortunes and go straight to
altruism. By cultivating empathy in
ourselves, others, and especially our
children, we can declaw wolfish
corporations and individuals.
Would guaranteed annual income

(GAI) reduce the need for philanthropic
zillionaires? If you would like to find
out, take action. Contact your
government representatives. Ask about
GAI in leadership races and elections.
Most importantly, promote the idea
around your kitchen table with
children, family, friends, and
neighbours.
NANCY CARSWELL,
SHELLBROOK, SASKATCHEWAN

Altruism lacking and is
sorely needed in our world

EDITOR:
Back in May, James Tweedie

commented on the Crowsnest Pass
Quad’s Squad questioning scientists
and the science behind the provincial
government decision to phase out
OHV’s in the Castle Parks. 
And he questioned the Quad Squad’s

claim of spending thousands of
volunteer hours and significant dollars
building and maintaining trails and
bridges in the Castle area.
I am sure the Quad Squad can

accurately account for the volunteer
hours and the dollars they raised and
put to use locally by Albertans for
Albertans – unlike the CCWC, Y2Y, and
other eco terrorist conservation groups
that rely on outrageous propaganda to
instill fear and doubt in the public, and
who rely on U.S. dollars to fund their
organizations. 
CWCC and Y2Y: how much of your

donations come from U.S. special-
interest groups? 
How much do you receive at a local

level? If you are so sure of your cause,
why do you require U.S. dollars?
The Quad Squad built and maintains

trails for the use and enjoyment of
everyone – unlike the CWCC and Y2Y
who are doing their utmost to restrict
access. 
In March 2017, the CCWC were

prepared to make a presentation to the
MD of Pincher Creek Council.
But they cancelled because they were

afraid OHV supporters were going to
“disrupt the presentation.” So much for
public consultation.
Why was the CCWC approaching

council? Because the council had the
nerve to write the provincial
government expressing concern about
the Draft Castle Management Plan
including the lack of notice regarding
the proposed OHV ban and the negative
economic impact. 
Note the Lethbridge Herald poll with

the question: do you think motorized
recreation should be banned in the
Castle Wildlife and Castle Provincial
Parks? 1,166 votes no, 255 votes yes.
And the Calgary Sun asked: should
access to Crown land by OHV’s be
tightened? 3,646 votes no, 1,304 votes
yes.
If the CCWC and Y2Y are so sure of

the science behind the proposed OHV
ban, make public the science in
support of the ban; i.e. show me peer-
reviewed science that gives both sides
of the story. 
Not Chicken Little, David Suzuki “the

sky is falling science” (but keep those
donations coming so I am able to
maintain my low-carbon lifestyle). But
presenting actual facts that show both
sides of the story may lose your
funding. 
And that would make a few university

PhDs unhappy. In this instance PhD
stands for “piled higher and deeper.”
RICK CZARNY, LETHBRIDGE

Show ‘the science’
supporting OHV ban

EDITOR:
Full Kudos goes to the Trudeau

Liberals for their recent pledge to the
global Partnership for Education of
$180 million over three years. 
This couldn’t have come at a better

time, with US president Trump’s recent
slashing of two-thirds of America’s
funding to the United Nations agency
that runs schools for Palestinian
children. 

Education, especially for girls, is
critical for improving lives in the
developing world.
Canada still lags behind all other

developed nations in terms of this kind
of funding, but this new investment
increases hope for a new direction for
the Liberals and that we will begin
carrying our fair share.
TRACY KOEBEL, 
VICTORIA

Kudos for Trudeau regarding
global funding for education

EDITOR:
Response to the online comment to

our letter to the editor in the
Lethbridge Herald about our pristine
area: Yes, we do live in a pristine area,
and d
o know how to appreciate it. 
We have spent thousands of dollars

and thousands of volunteer hours to
keep it pristine, by bridging trout
streams, cleaning and maintaining
trails, planting willows to stabilize
stream bank and re-routing trails

around sensitive areas.
We respect the backcountry more

than most and want to keep it that
way. What have hikers, cyclists and
snowshoe enthusiasts ever contributed
besides garbage and water bottles on
the trails? This is why we feel
segregated and picked on, when we
should all be able to recreate in the
park.
JOE AND JEAN LUMLEY,
BELLEVUE

Appreciate Castle area

Editor:
When I visit rural communities in my constituency

like Vegreville, Andrew, Mundare and Tofield, I’m
impressed by the culture, the people’s entrepreneurial
spirit and good old Albertan hospitality. 
Rural Albertans are the backbone of our great

province, and I’m proud to represent my rural
constituents in Fort Saskatchewan-Vegreville. 
But the proposed United Conservative Party policies

released publicly earlier this month have major
implications for rural Alberta, and they’re not good.
Jason Kenney’s plan includes a $700 million tax

giveaway for the top one per cent of earners making
more than $303,000, and plans to introduce
American-style health care, and deep cuts in our
public-school classrooms. 
And there’s more. The UCP is also trying to hide in

their policies a plan to sell off some of Alberta’s most

valued institutions.
This would include Alberta Treasury Branches, a

Crown corporation. For dozens of small communities
across this province, ATB is the only commercial
banking service available. It holds $40 billion in
loans, representing residential mortgages, agriculture
loans, and small-business loans in rural communities
across the province. 
Without ATB, it would be harder for farmers and

entrepreneurs in rural and remote communities to
start businesses and develop the local economy.
Jason Kenney is on the record advocating for the

province to privatize ATB during his time with the
Canadian Taxpayers Federation, and advocated for
privatizing other Crown corporations during his time
in Ottawa.
Albertans roundly rejected the idea of privatizing

ATB in in 1990s when Ralph Klein’s government was

trying to sell off every asset it could. Even members of
his own government opposed the move.
Now we have Jason Kenney trying to push the same

sort of policies that Albertans have already rejected,
and he’s trying to convince us the idea comes from
the grassroots. He’s dead wrong.
None of the rural Albertans I speak to have

suggested to me that selling off and privatizing ATB
would improve their lives, or improve the lives of
anyone in this province.
Our government has the backs of rural Albertans,

and we’re going to protect services that provide direct
benefit to all of us. I welcome your ideas about these
misguided policies. Please contact me at
fortsaskatchewan.vegreville@assembly.ab.ca.
JESSICA LITTLEWOOD

MLA FOR FORT SASKATCHEWAN-
VEGREVILLE

Released UCP policies aren’t good for Alberta

EDITOR: 
I have heard there are people who use

blocks of wood for pillows. 
We in the West are addicted to soft

feather pillows and warm soft quilts.
We do not like to be uncomfortable in
body or thought.
We like to believe we live in a

Christian society. Why then do we elect
representatives who are cruel and
unfeeling? The leader of the western
world brags about abusing women,
publicly fires employees, and claims he
will get rid of welfare. Was he talking
about the tens of thousands of
professional lobbyists in Washington,
the sucks on the stock market, or oil
corporations and the
military/industrial complex subsidies?
No, America loves to pick on the little
guys, the poor, the crippled and the
weak. Trump will make “America great
again” by attacking the most
vulnerable.
Social Darwinism is similar to

religious fundamentalism; their God
blesses the strong and permits abuse of
the weak. 

Fundamentalism is a mindset, it is
anti-thought. The use of slogans
replaces uncomfortable thoughts.
Recent letters have asked if parents or

the state should raise children. Look
around; do you think parents are doing
a good job now? Some excellent jobs
are done, but on the whole the
irresponsibility of kids and parents is
shocking. Far too many parents refuse
to engage in serious education in vital
areas like sex education, matters of
morals, and the many difficult ethical
subjects our children face in the
modern world.
Where is our society leadership? Kids

today are exposed to rapid-paced
assault by media, entertainment and
business promotion, much of which
requires momentary decision-making
without access to often absent parents.
Many kids depend on peers, and look to
teachers who they spend far more time
with. 
I vote for the teachers rather than

Fraser Institute pundits and self-
righteous preachers.
DON RYANE, LETHBRIDGE

Anti-thought people ruining society

Send your letters
to the editor:

rdahlman@prairiepost.com



BY DEMI KNIGHT

DKNIGHT@PRAIRIEPOST.COM
Alberta Farm Fresh Food Showcase & Real Estate

Centre Annual Charity Auction Raised Big Money for
STARS and HALO Rescue this January.
Back for the fifth time, the Real Estate Centre

Annual Charity Auction kicked off 2018 by raising
over $30,000 for their charity of choice.
However, the new year rang in some new traditions

with this year’s event and on Jan. 13, for the first
time the charity auction saw the addition of the
Alberta Farm Fresh Food Showcase, which allowed
local producers to showcase their products to all in
attendance. 
And that wasn’t the only difference that this year

saw explains Heleen Jacobsen, Manager and Broker
at the Real Estate Centre. 
“It's always been a private function for Real Estate

Centre Clients however this year we opened it up to
the public as well with adding the food showcase.”

The annual charity auction, which has become a
staple event to the Real Estate Centre each year, this
time around saw the business raising money for the
STARS Organization, with a contribution also going to
HALO Rescue.
“We picked STARS and a contribution is also going

to HALO, we feel that these causes are both close to
our heart as clients, family and friends have directly
or indirectly been affected by the services these two
offer,” says Jacobsen of this year’s charity of choice.
“We have offices in six locations and represent

Alberta and Saskatchewan, and lots of smaller rural
communities who feel its crucial to have these
services available.” 
With people coming out by the hundreds, the

decision to make this year’s event bigger than ever for
the benefit of their charity was a great success as
members of the public stopped by to be a part of the
proceedings. 
With the usual silent auction of goods taking place

at 7 p.m. and the food showcase going on throughout
the hours of 4-6 p.m., many business partners, local
companies and producers were present to show their
support and their products from Noble Meadows
Farm and Rocky Mountain Distillery to Broxburn
Vegetables and Café, Bamboo Bistro and many more. 
“We feel a lot of people do like to support STARS and

this was a great opportunity to support. It's always a
great atmosphere and a good networking

opportunity,” says Jacobsen.
“Also, many of our clients and business connections

come out to this event and have for the past years
and without their support we would not be able to
raise the money we do each year.”
With the sponsorship and support of local

businesses and clients, over one-hundred and fifty
people in attendance this year and over ten producers
at the showcase, the fifth annual event saw a grand
total of $30,299 raised for their selected charities.
However, this event would also not be possible each

year without the dedication of the team behind the
scenes who work endless hours to ensure the
organization of this tremendous charity event each
year, as well as all of the donors that make this silent
auction possible at each event added Jacobsen as a
small tribute to those working tirelessly to make the
showcase and auction possible. 
“My staff has done a tremendous job organizing the

event and it took them many hours behind the scenes
and after hours to put this event together.” 
“We also had a lot of new donors this year and also

had several people call us because they heard about
the event through social media, radio and paper and
they wanted to donate as well.”
This year’s event stayed on par with last year’s.

However, with the addition of the Farm Fresh Food
Showcase and public attendance, the Real Estate
Centre is hoping to only elevate their opportunities for
donations into the future with continued help from
their partners, clients and public alike in the years to
come. 
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Farm Fresh Showcase a shining STAR(S)

Silent auction items on display Jan. 13.

Photos by Heleen Jacobsen
The silent auction begins at the 5th annual charity event hosted by the Real Estate Centre.

Business Directory
COMMITTED TO PROVIDING CUSTOMERS WITH AFFORDABLE 

METAL ROOFING AND SIDING

Welling, AB | 403-752-3775Welling, AB | 

“Quality & Service You Can Trust!”

Specializing in Custom Built Radiators
Performance & Industrial

Hours of Operation
Monday to Friday 7:30 - 5:30

Saturday 7:30 - 12:30
3220 - 12 Ave. N.

Lethbridge, AB T1H 5V1
www.donsradiators.ca

Don Soenen, Owner

Phone: 403-329-6969
Cell: 403-394-6668
Fax: 403-329-3919
Toll Free: 1-866-999-6645
Email: don@donsradiators.ca

DON’S RADIATORS LTD.
Over 37 Years ExperienceSame Day Service

Are YOUR Countertops

 
Replace Them Affordably

Call Today 403-329-3035

COULEE COUNTERTOPS
QUALITY LAMINATE COUNTERTOPS 

3130 2ND Ave. N., Lethbridge www.couleecountertops.com

See us at 
our new location on 

Highway 3 between 
Lethbridge and Coaldale

Range Road 20-5
Behind Andre’s Trailers

403-892-8379

henrysautosales1980@gmail.com

Now serving the Equs REA

Call, click, or email for a free 
utility quote to see how much you 

could be saving

403-715-7028

Contact 
Maggie at 403-380-5281

or 
Don at 403-380-7580

Business Directory ads 
start as low as

$50
/month!

Check us out at AG Expo booth # 630, West Pavillion  
403-892-6860

envirosmartinc.com

Upgrade your shop or garage heating system to
Re� ect-O-Ray and save 30-50% over 

conventional heating systems.

HEATING BILL
SLASH YOUR

ENVIRO SMART

CCWG
145 Broxburn Road
Lethbridge, AB
(403) 327-3760 • 1-800-567-3693
Weekdays - 8:30 am to 5 pm
Saturday - 8:30 am to 4 pm

Feb.5-24, 2018

www.wool.ca

Everything is on sale
*except CFIA tags
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CONTRIBUTED
The Frontier Centre for Public Policy has just

released the 14th Annual Demographia International
Housing Affordability Survey. The survey is prepared
by Wendell Cox of Demographia (USA) and Hugh
Pavletich of Performance Urban Planning (New
Zealand). 
This annual survey examines international housing

affordability across 293 metropolitan housing markets
(metropolitan areas) in nine countries (Australia,
Canada, China, Ireland, Japan, New Zealand,
Singapore, the United Kingdom and the United States)
for the third quarter of 2017.
Cox and Pavletich use the international standard—

Median Multiple—to rank housing markets across
nine countries. The Median Multiple standard is
recommended by the World Bank, the United Nations,
the Joint Center for Housing Studies, and Harvard
University. Several international organizations use this
standard, such as, the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development, the International
Monetary Fund, and The Economist when comparing
housing affordability across housing markets.Some of
the findings in the survey: 10 affordable major
housing markets, all in the United States, 28 severely
unaffordable major housing markets in Australia, New
Zealand, and China. Thirteen of the major markets in
the United States are severely unaffordable, and six in
the United Kingdom.
Canada's six major markets have a seriously

unaffordable Median Multiple.
To read this intriguing survey and to find out how

your city ranks for Housing Affordability, visit the
Frontier Centre for Public Policy website:
www.fcpp.org.

14th Annual Demographia
International Housing
Affordability Survey

CONTRIBUTED
As part of Museum Week Feb. 11-16, Southern Alberta

Museum Association Symposium will be held in Pincher
Creek and hosted by Kootenai Brown Pioneer Village
Week. Museum staff and volunteers understand that
education never stops.  The slow winter months of
Alberta offer a chance to learn as well-from experience
and from each other. 
That’s what “Museum Week in Pincher Creek” is all

about — a chance to network, promote  local museum
and interpretive sites, and engage with experts about the
challenges faced by museum professionals.
Kootenai Brown has assembled an exciting slate of

speakers, experts and museum hands to aid us in a
journey of self-education, and reaffirm our dedication to
presenting our stories to the visiting public, and help us
overcome a few of the challenges we all face. 
Along the way, there will be many opportunities for

fellowship and networking, among like-minded people
and an opportunity to gain from each other’s shared
experience. Kootenai acknowledges the financial support
of the Henry S. Varley Fund for Rural Life at the
Community Foundation of Lethbridge & Southwestern
Alberta, a public foundation serving SW Alberta.

(SESSION ITINERARY: Schedule is tentative) 
Sunday Evening, Feb 11: 7-10 p.m.: Meet and

Greet Social at the Bloomin’ Inn.
Monday, Feb 12:Morning –  Rachel Linderman

“Archaeology”. Afternoon –  Brad Brown, “Signage and
Exhibit Development”. Evening –  Keynote Speaker, Ken
Dropko, Executive Director, Family and Community

Services “Volunesia – a New Disease caused by
Volunteering”.
Tuesday, Feb. 13:Morning – Doran Degenstein and

Shirlee Crowshoe, “Indigenous Materials Protocol”.
Afternoon – “ First Hand Disaster Experience and
Recovery Through Conservation”, Irene Kerr and Gail
Niinimaa, Museum of the Highwood, High River. Evening
– Main Street Walking Tour, Farley Wuth, followed by
Supper at the historic King Edward Hotel, and a
presentation on the building’s restoration from owner
Dave McQuaig. 
Wednesday, Feb. 14:Morning – Allen Gibson,

StarMedia Services “Museum Marketing Brainstorming:
A Working Session”; “Bring Your Marketing Plans For An
Honest Critique” and “Let’s explore ideas for collaborative
marketing programs. Bring your ideas/ examples/
questions and prepare to network.” Afternoon – 1-3 p.m.
Walking Tour, Farley Wuth, James Van Leeuwen,
“Pincher Creek’s South Hill and the restoration of the
Lebel Mansion”; 3:30-5:30 p.m. “Cleaning and Restoring
Textiles,” Laural Francis, Fibre Arts Technician  Evening
– Yvonne Sugimoto, Genealogy and Find A Grave
Thursday, Feb. 15:Morning – Gilles Danis, Home

Homestead Antique Museum and Robbie Robertson,
Firearms Instructor and Verifier, “Firearms and
Museums”; Afternoon –TENATIVE-Programming Variety-
Frank Slide Centre; Evening – Robbie Robertson,
Cowboy/ Mountie Poet.
Friday, Feb. 16: Morning –  Tyler Trafford, world

renowned author, “Family Secrets”- an oral history
publishing project.

Museum Week in Pincher Creek runs
from Feb. 11-16: Kootenai Brown busy

CONTRIBUTED
The eighth annual Coaldale 5K Family Fun Run

is taking place this spring. This community event
was a great success last year, hosting participants
from across Southern Alberta!
This year’s edition goes Saturday, April 21

starting at @ 10 a.m. with the starting line at
Coaldale Christian School (2008-8th Street).
Registration cost $10-Youth, $20- Adult. T-shirts

are $10. Children in strollers are free. 
There is also a sign up for the Corporate Team

Challenge. To registrar or for more info, please visit
racepro.ca/coaldale

Coaldale Fun Run is back

Call Tyler Martineau to build your dream home in the Gold Canyon subdivision. 403-317-0300

Come home to luxury.
Come home to Gold Canyon.

❖ 2013 sq. ft. main � oor
❖ 3 car garage with attached workshop
❖ Windows take advantage of view
❖ 3.5 baths, 5 bedrooms & of� ce
❖ Designed for aging in place,
 no steps into house, 3’ doors
❖ Skylights

www.goldcanyonestates.ca

MLS

LETHBRIDGELETHBRIDGE
AIRPORTAIRPORT

PARADISEPARADISE
CANYONCANYON

LOT 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 26 27 28

PRICE $315,000 $305,000 $335,000 $395,000 $495,000 $495,000 $450,000 $465,000 $350,000 $250,000 $350,000 

SIZE 0.47 acres 0.39 acres 0.34 acres 0.34 acres 0.48 acres 0.42 acres 0.35 acres 0.36 acres 0.34 acres 0.33 acres 0.33 acres

LOT 29 30 31 32 33 34 36 37 38 39 40

PRICE $350,000 $250,000 $999,900 $350,000 $350,000 $375,000 $275,000 $395,000 $250,000 $250,000 $250,000

SIZE 0.33 acres 0.34 acres 0.36 acres 0.4 acres 0.34 acres 0.33 acres 0.4 acres 0.4 acres 0.36 acres 0.35 acres 0.34 acres

FOR SALE

2825 12th Avenue North
www.lethfast.ca email: sales@lethfast.ca
Phone: 403-380-3503 Fax: 403-380-3513

Toll Free: 1-800-332-1805

Lethbridge Fasteners
& Tools Ltd.

• Tools: Air, Electric, Mechanics
• Accessories: Bits, Blades, Abrasives
• Bolts: All Sizes, All Grades
• Screws: Wood, Metal, Concrete
• Safety: Head, face, ear, clothing

41
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88
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Crowsnest  Pass

BY DEMI KNIGHT

DKNIGHT@PRAIRIEPOST.COM
The Pass Powderkeg Ski Society is

sliding into February with an event
everyone can get involved with to enjoy
the long winter months. 
In hopes to elevate their attendance

during the open season, create an easy
opportunity for beginners to get
involved with a favourite Canadian
pastime and join the national
movement hosted by the Canadian Ski
Council, the Pass Ski Society in
Crowsnest Pass are hosting their Never
Ever Days this Feb. 24-25.
“When people think about skiing and

snowboarding there are significant
barriers into entry that stand in the
way. You have to figure out equipment,
how to dress and how much it will
cost,” says Joey O’Brien, Manager of
Community Services, on why the Pass

Powderkeg Ski Society decided to join
the movement this year.
“So, when you have a marketing plan

like Never Ever Days that’s a national
promotion it helps reduce some of the
barriers to entry and allows people to
get the full experience of a day on the
hill.” 
Never Ever Days, which are part of a

national movement across Canada
hosted by the Canadian Ski Council,
dedicate several days out of the year to
first-time or novice skiers to create an
all-inclusive experience to get them on
the hill, enjoying the crisp mountain
air and making tracks down the snow
as they experience the thrill of winter
sports. From skiing to snowboarding,
these days offer a package to
participants that allows them rental
equipment, a lift ticket and a lesson in
their sport of choosing, for a grand

total of $25. 
With over eighty ski areas across the

country taking part in offering these
full-day experiences to everyone eager
to learn, the Crowsnest Pass is just one
location in southern Alberta that’s
excited to offer their services and put
their ski hill on the map as a
community location perfect for all skill
levels, as well as create an experience
that makes individuals want to come
back for more later in the year. 
“What’s really interesting is that only

18.2% of people who try skiing for the
first time stay with it. The industry is
rife with people who think it saves
money by getting family or friends to
teach them rather than a professional,”
says O’Brien. “However, through days
like the Never Ever Days when people
learn with a professional there’s a 70%
success rate of coming back.” 

O’Brien notes this initative is a big
asset not only to the hills themselves,
for return skiers, but also for
participants wanting to take a serious
try at the sport.
Officially opened in 1938, the Pass

Powderkeg Ski Society has been a
staple skiing spot in southwest Alberta
for families and experienced skiers
alike to visit in the harmoniously
beautiful Rocky Mountains, and has
over the years earned a name as an
unspoiled and uncrowded location to
serve winter sports enthusiasts needs. 
However, the location hasn’t been

without it’s troubles over the years,
and new to his position in the last year,
manager of community services of
Crowsnest Pass, O’Brien says that it’s
been a long time coming for this
beautiful resort to get the attention and
attendance it truly deserves, and by
hosting events such as Never Ever
Days, its audience is finally coming
back around to experience the area.
“In order for a resort like to this be

sustainable, you need 5,000 people
coming each season. However, last year
we had less than 1,000 — when I did
the analysis,” says O’Brien. 
“But so far, this year, we’ve actually

already doubled last year’s total traffic
and programs like never ever days help
us accomplish this.”
With their season running from Nov.

10, 2017 until the end of March, the
Pass Powderkeg Ski Society is open
Wednesday through Friday each week
from noon until 8 p.m. and from 10
a.m. -8 p.m. on weekends, with their
event running at the end of February
for all those still wanting to sign up for
the experience.
Never Ever Days, which are held in

tens of locations across the country
throughout the 2017-218 season, will
also be seen at Castle Mountain resort
on Feb. 25, however spaces are limited
in both areas. 
For more information on the Never

Ever Days, as well as information on
how to sign up, visit website at:
https://www.skicanada.org/
shop/pass-powderkeg/

‘Never Ever Days’ slide into the Crowsnest Pass 
Photo courtesy The Pass Powderkeg Ski Society

The Pass Powderkeg Ski Society's scenic vistas as skiers cruise down the hill during the winter season.

From snowshoeing to skiing and snowboarding, the Pass Powderkeg Ski hill offers winter fun for all ages and skill
level.
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CONTRIBUTED
The Alberta government is partnering

with the Town of Canmore to combat
mountain pine beetle.
The beetle threatens six million hectares

of Alberta’s pine forest and affects the
activities of more than half of the major
forest companies operating in the
province. In order to protect Alberta’s
crucial forestry industry, the province is
providing Canmore with $75,000 for the
control and eradication of mountain pine
beetle on municipal and private lands.
The funds are part of the Mountain Pine

Beetle Municipal Grant Funding Program
which helps communities minimize the
spread of mountain pine beetle
infestations in their areas.
“Our best chance to combat the

mountain pine beetle infestation is if our

government partners with local
municipalities on aggressive and
proactive detection and control programs.
This funding will help us work with the
Town of Canmore to do that," said Oneil
Carlier, Minister of Agriculture and
Forestry.
Quick facts about mountain pine

beetle
• Mountain pine beetle threatens six

million hectares of Alberta’s pine forest.
• The value of pure pine stands in

Alberta is more than $8 billion.
• Last year, more than 92,000 trees

across the province were cut and burned
to help control the mountain pine beetle
outbreak. More than half of the major
forest companies operating in Alberta
are reliant on pine to continue
operations.

Fighting mountain pine beetle in Canmore

(CNW) One of Canada's leading
research post-secondary institutions,
the University of Alberta, is receiving
combined investments of almost $3.3
million towards three projects that
support the development and
commercialization of clean technologies
and products.
The funding was announced Jan. 26

by the Amarjeet Sohi, Minister of
Infrastructure and Communities, on
behalf of Navdeep Bains, Minister of
Innovation, Science and Economic
Development and Minister responsible
for Western Economic Diversification
Canada. 
The investments announced today

build upon Alberta's diverse and
growing clean technology sector,
stimulating economic growth and

advancing Canada's environmental
objectives. 
The three projects will support new

bioproducts derived from fermentation
with clean technology applications,
optimize traffic flow to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, and improve
microgrid energy storage systems
including solar and wind power.
"The world is in the early stages of a

global transition to a low-carbon
economy. Energy storage is a critical
component for enabling integration of
Canada's vast but intermittent
renewable solar and wind energy
resources. A made-in-Canada solution
to integrating new batteries and
microgrids will help both large and
small communities take advantage of
low-carbon energy sources available to

them," explained Dr. Jillian Buriak,
Professor of Chemistry and Canada
Research Chair in Nanomaterials for
Energy, University of Alberta.
Quick Facts
• Bioproducts require less energy

during production and produce fewer
greenhouse gases. Examples include
biodegradable plastic, probiotics and
fertilizer.
• Connected vehicle technology

enables communication among
vehicles, and between vehicles and the
roadside.
• Microgrids are small-scale power

systems that can provide energy to
remote communities without being
connected to a main electrical grid.
"Investments like ones we are

celebrating today are key to Canada's

transition to a low-carbon economy.
Clean tech innovation in microgrid
systems, connected vehicle technology
and bioproduct innovation are
especially important as it helps us
create more energy-efficient and
environmentally friendly solutions,"
said Amarjeet Sohi, Minister of
Infrastructure and Communities and
Member of Parliament for Edmonton
Mill Woods.
"This contribution from Western

Economic Diversification Canada will
promote the growth of Alberta's
budding natural health products
industry and take development of these
new products to the next level," added
Dr. Heather Bruce, Associate Professor,
Agricultural Food and Nutritional
Science, University of Alberta.

University of Alta. receives support to develop and promote clean technology

File contributed photo 
The devastation the pine beetle can do, here near Grand Prairie. 
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BY NICK KUHL

SOUTHERN ALBERTA NEWSPAPERS
Some Lethbridge College students may see their

course work turn into reality sooner than anticipated
thanks to a new collaboration.
The Ashcroft Design Challenge launched Thursday,

marking a partnership with between LC and Ashcroft
Master Builder for those pursuing the Interior Design
Technology (IDT) program.
First-year IDT students will get to create an original

home design, meant to be innovative and reflective of
what modern living in Lethbridge looks like.
Those students will then be paired with second-year

students who will bring the design to life in virtual
reality. 
Designs will be judged by Ashcroft Master Builder,

and the company will then build the winning design,
with the designing students working with the team as
interns.
“We wanted to try something different,” said Rodrigo

Esparza, Ashcroft Master Builder General Manager
and Partner, at Thursday’s launch.
“It’s always known that younger people, and

especially people that are into the design, they have
new ideas; they are creative. We thought it was a good
idea to join forces and try something unique in the
marketplace. The biggest benefit we see here is to
create those relationships in the community.”
The winning design will be announced at the

surRENDER event on April 25, while proceeds from
the sale of the finished home will be donated back to
the college.
Students will need to include real-life considerations

in their designs, such as cost, architectural controls
and consumer demand, while focusing on creating
innovative and unique designs.
For Cherie Reitzel, Interior Design Technology

instructor at LC, the biggest aspect is for students to
gain exposure to a potential employer, while also
receiving industry-specific training.
“We are thrilled to have this opportunity to

showcase our planning and rendering skills in a real-
life project and to see this project come to life in our
community,” Reitzel said.
“This partnership and competition will be nothing

short of life-changing. They hope they can leave their
program and get a job that truly love. A lot of them do
come in wanting to do residential design. For them,
this became a motivator. And it gets away from just
being in school. Our program is growing very quickly.
This is something we’d like to do year after year.”
“It’s very exciting,” said Raegen Post, a first-year IDT

student at LC.
“We’re the first class to

be doing anything like
this, so we’re very
interested to see how it
plays out and how it all

works out. It’s one thing to learn something in class. 
“But now we’re seeing ‘like, hey, the next day we

might actually use this.’ It would be awesome to see
your design that you’ve started from the beginning, to
see it come to life.”
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Lethbridge College has designs on innovative Ashcroft program

CONTRIBUTED
The Government of Alberta is making sure

firefighters who contract ovarian and cervical cancer
will receive workers’ compensation benefits and
supports, making Alberta the leader in Canada. 
The minimum exposure period will be 10 years for

these cancers. Government is also reducing the
minimum exposure period from 20 to 10 years for
compensation for testicular cancer.
Section 24.1 of the Workers’ Compensation Act

states that if a firefighter suffers from a primary site
cancer of a type specified in the regulation, that cancer
shall be presumed to be an occupational disease, and
therefore eligible for Workers’ Compensation Board
(WCB) benefits. The Government of Alberta is making
regulatory amendments to:
• Reduce the minimum exposure period for testicular

cancer from 20 to 10 years.

• Add female-specific cancer types: ovarian and
cervical cancer (minimum exposure period at 10
years).
• Remove the expiry date of the regulation.
“To the brave men and women who serve Alberta

every day as firefighters: thank you. We have a deep
respect for your work, as you protect our lives,
environment and homes. We stand with you and we
will make sure you have the financial and medical
supports you need if you are battling cancer," stated
Rachel Notley, Alberta's Premier.
“Albertans know that firefighters represent what is

best about us: courage, valour and sacrifice. We have
their backs and that’s why we are making Alberta a
leader across the country by improving coverage for
those who fight for us. We are ensuring that
firefighters, regardless of their gender, get the help and
support that they need," added Christina Gray,

Minister of Labour.
More than 14,000 full-time, part-time, casual and

volunteer firefighters serve Albertans. Approximately
eight per cent of Alberta firefighters are women and
approximately 80 per cent of firefighters are
volunteers.
The Firefighters’ Primary Site Cancer Regulation

came into effect in 2003 and is part of the Workers’
Compensation Act.
“The Alberta Fire Fighters Association applauds the

Government of Alberta for expanding cancer
protections for Alberta firefighters. Firefighters are six
times more likely to be diagnosed with cancer, and
adding female reproductive cancers not only
strengthens the diversity of our profession, it makes
Alberta a leader in the fire service," noted Craig
Macdonald, president, Alberta Fire Fighters
Association.

Amendments give AB firefighters extended compensation benefits

CONTRIBUTED
Following an investigation into

a home invasion which occurred
on Jan. 20, the RCMP are
releasing a composite sketch of
the suspect male.
Just after 9:00 p.m., an

unknown male knocked at the
front door of a residence on 51
Avenue East in Claresholm.  
The homeowner opened the

door and the male forced his way inside
and assaulted the female victim with the
door while making verbal comments.
The encounter was brief and the male
fled on foot. The victim suffered some
facial injuries.

The suspect male is described
as: Caucasian; heavier set / tall;
35 - 40 years old; clean shaven
with a round face and light
coloured eyes and wearing a
black jacket and black toque.
The RCMP believe that this is a

targeted incident, but will not
offer speculation as to the
reason. If you have info about
this investigation, please call the

Claresholm RCMP at 403-625-4445, or
call your local police detachment. If you
want to remain anonymous, you can
contact Crime Stoppers by phone at 1-
800-222-8477 (TIPS), by internet at
www.tipsubmit.com, or by SMS.  

Claresholm RCMP investigate home invasion

Sketch of
suspect
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Barley: CDC Copeland, AC Metcalfe, Bentley,
 AAC Connect, CDC Austenson, Canmore
HRS Wheat: AAC Brandon, CDC Go, AAC Connery
CPS Wheat: AAC Ryley
Winter Wheat: Emerson
Oats: CS Camden

Faba Beans: CDC Snowdrop
Canola: Brett Young & Canterra
Forages: Brett Young
Other: Nodulator XL & Duo
Tag Team, Bio-Boost,
Diatomaceous Earth

On Site Services: 90’ Scale on Site, Storm Seed Treater, Mini Bulk Bagging & Shipping

Ph: 403-443-2577  • Email: tanya@penwestcanada.ca  �  Three Hills, AB � www.penwestseeds.ca

Home Grown High Quality Canadian Seed
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FFeebbrruuaarryy  33  ——  PPiinncchheerr  CCrreeeekk
Pincher Archery Club will be holding a
non- sanctioned F.I.T.A 600 ( 2 rounds
of 30 Arrows) on Feb. 3rd. Registration
is at 9 a.m shooting will start at
10o’clock there is a hotdog chips and
pop or water by donation lunch cash
prizes for 1st and 2nd.
FFeebbrruuaarryy  99  ——  MMiillkk  RRiivveerr
Milk River and District Agriculture
Society Roller Skating goes from 7-9
p.m. Helmets must be work Admission
is a $1. If you want to book the area
contact town office at 403-647-3773.
For further information please contact
Ag Society Director Laura Balog at
403-647-2212.
FFeebbrruuaarryy  1111  ——  CCllaarreesshhoollmm
The  Wildrose Bluegrass and Country
Music Society is holding their February
jam at the Claresholm Legion on
February 11. The doors open at 12:30
and the music starts at 1p.m. Come out
and enjoy an afternoon of great music,

dancing and fellowship.
FFeebbrruuaarryy  1144  ——  LLeetthhbbrriiddggee
Please join us for the Alberta Sugar
Beet Growers 2017 Annual General
Meeting. The theme this year is "We
Love Ag" Registration and Networking
opens at 8:30 a.m. Please confirm your
attendance upon arrival by checking in
with event registration.The general
session of the AGM is scheduled to
being at 9 a.m. and concludes at 12:00
p.m. followed by a lunch and noon
speaker. The producer portion of the
AGM will begin at 1:30 p.m. (please
note, only producers of ASBG are able
to attend the afternoon session). If you
wish to sponsor the event and have
your registration fee waived, contact
the ASBG office at (403) 223-1110.
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/2017-
alberta-sugar-beet-growers-annual-
general-meeting-tickets-42296552126
?ref=enivtefor001&invite=MTM3MzQ3
OTMvcmRhaGxtYW5AcHJhaXJpZXB

vc3QuY29tLzA%3D&utm_source=eb_
email&utm_medium=email&utm_camp
aign=inviteformalv2&utm_term=attend
FFeebbrruuaarryy  1155  ——  MMiillkk  RRiivveerr
Milk River Bonanza Day organizational
meeting takes place at the town council
chambers starting at 7 p.m. they are
looking for volunteers in all positions.
Contact Bob Bogle at 403-637-3598.
FFeebbrruuaarryy  1166  ——  MMiillkk  RRiivveerr
Milk River and District Agriculture
Society Roller Skating goes from 7-9
p.m. Helmets must be work Admission
is a $1. If you want to book the area
contact town office at 403-647-3773.
For further info contact Ag Society
Director Laura Balog at 403-647-2212.
FFeebbrruuaarryy  2244  ——  PPiiccttuurree  BBuuttttee
Picture Butte Elks Lodge #268's
Annual Prairie Oyster Feed opens at 5
p.m. with 6 p.m. supper. Goes at Elks
Hall 112-4th Street South Picture Butte,
Admission  $30 per person.
FFeebb..  2244--2255  ——  CCrroowwssnneesstt  PPaassss

The Pass Powderkeg Ski Society in the
Crowsnest Pass are hosting Never
Ever Days.  New Canadians who would
like to try skiing or snowboarding for
the first time. Their program offers a full
day skiing, equipment rentals and a
professional lesson to build confidence
and all for $25.Space is limited. If you
have never tried skiing or snowboarding
sign up at https://www.skicanada.
org/shop/pass-powderkeg/
MMaarrcchh  22  ——  MMiillkk  RRiivveerr
Milk River and District Agriculture
Society Roller Skating goes from 7-9
p.m. Helmets must be work Admission
is a $1. If you want to book the area
contact town office at 403-647-3773.
Contact Ag Society Director Laura
Balog at 403-647-2212.
MMaarrcchh  33  ——  LLeetthhbbrriiddggee
Community Cabaret with Hippodrome,
Hibikaya (taiko drumming) and Red
River Jigging. "Connecting Community,
Cultivating Relationships, Affordable

Fun" German Canadian Club 7 p.m.
Presented by Southern Alberta
Community Living Association and
Geomatic Attic. Tickets and info:
communitycabaret.ca, Facebook:
community cabaret, SACLA 403-329-
1525.
MMaarrcchh  2244  ——  LLeetthhbbrriiddggee
Lethbridge Legion Pipe Band presents
the Spring Fling Ceilidh and Fundraiser
2018 at Lethbridge Legion Memorial
Hall. Doors open at 7:30 p.m.; live
entertainment is at 8 p.m. and dance is
at 9 a.m. Live dance music presented
by Cabot's Crossing. Tickets $20 at the
Lethbridge Legion office or at the door
at $25. 
——  SShhaauugghhnneessssyy
Monthly jams at the Shaughnessy
Community Centre on the third
Sunday of each month at 1 p.m.
Come out  for an afternoon of music
and dancing and supper to round out
the day. The cost is $10 per person.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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The Weekly Crossword CLUES ACROSS
1. Warm-blooded ver-
tebrates
8. Semitic peoples
13. Supervise
14. Historical German
territory
15. Sweat
19. The Wolverine
State
20. China
21. Violent distur-
bances
22. A way to commem-
orate the dead
23. Midway between
east and southeast
24. Bird genus
25. Trim
26. Disparaged
30. More coherent
31. Abnormal rattling
sounds
32. Healthy appetizers
33. Partner to
“shocked”
34. French pianist Pas-
cal
35. Jokes
38. Marks to omit print
39. Tall
40. Coverage

44. “A Death in the
Family” author
45. Role of highlights
46. Fixed-radio access
47. Partly digested food
48. “Lamb Chop” pup-
peteer Lewis
49. In support of
50. Aluminum
51. Reduction in value
over time
55. Running events
57. Portuguese region
58. Slovenly women
59. Strongly criticized

CLUES DOWN
1. Wiped up
2. Opposed to
3. Macon, GA, univer-
sity
4. Wife
5. Small viper
6. Polynesia garland of
flowers
7. Saw-like
8. Maltese-Italian
composer Girolamo
9. Moved faster than
walking
10. Commercial
11. Covered with mud

12. Marksmen
16. Buenos __ 
17. Tailless amphibian
18. Belonging to a thing
22. Mars crater
25. Most fair
27. Citrus fruit
28. Awkward
29. Brews
30. Beloved late broad-
caster Craig
32. All alone
34. Copies
35. Poster
36. Symmetrical
37. Grew older
38. Makes tractors
40. Not the front
41. State as fact
42. Long, narrow cut
43. Worked hard for
45. Indicates position
in a box score
48. Tax
51. “Lookout Week-
end” singer Debbie
52. Unhealthy
53. Imam name __
Khan
54. A woolen cap of
Scottish origin (abbr.)
56. The Golden State

If you have a community calendar event, please email it to: 
rdahlman@prairiepost.com

(one week prior to the publishing date. It’s free.)
It will also appear on our website’s calendar: www.prairiepost.com
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Articles for 
Sale 

0115

F R E E  B I B L E
C O R R E S P O N D -
E N C E C O U R S E
non-Denominational
Call 403-328-0855
l e a v e n a m e &
contact information

WANTED
VENDORS
"CLEAN out

your Craft
Cupboard!"
March 3, 2018

9am - 3pm
St. Andrews
Presbyterian

Church
 1818 - 5 Ave. S.

Ph: 403-327-2582 to
book a spot $25.00

Office Hrs.
9am - Noon

Pets & 
Supplies 

0170

PUREBRED
YORKSHIRE
TERRIERS

3 handsome males
r e a d y t o g o t o
loving homes. Cur-
rent immunization
shots up to date. To
v iew or fo r any
quest ions please
cal l Connie

403-329-8927

Tools 
0195

COLUMBIA  DRY-
WALL TOOLS. Like
new! Pump & Ba-
zooka . $850.00
- 12" Fat Boy, 10"
Fat Boy, 6' Handle,
T u b & F l u s h e r ,
Handle & Flusher
$100  each. Cal l
403-849-1012

Houses for 
Rent 

0440

N O R T H S I D E :  2
B D R M  H O U S E
MAIN FLOOR FOR
R E N T . $ 8 5 0 A
M O N T H I N C L
UTILITIES. CALL
403-360-6532

Suites for 
Rent 

0465

S/S LARGE
2 bedroom

1.5 bath
4 Plex, adults only

no pets/ no smoking
Renovated, A/C, 5

appliances
$1100+utilities+DD
Ask about our rental

incentives!
403-330-5637

STAFFORD
PLACE:

1 & 2 bdrm apts.
starting at  $805
Near downtown,

Library, Sen.
Centre Elevators,
Balcony, Mature

adults 18+ No pets,
Non smkrs. All
utils included
403-327-0484

Suites for 
Rent 

0465

W/S  BRIGHT  3  bd
u p p e r  s u i t e .
F/S/DW shrd W/D
B i g b a c k y a r d
$1350mo $1350 DD
A V A I L A B L E
IMMEDIATELY Call
403-915-6091

Consider it Sold 
with classifieds!

Call 328-4433 
to place your ad

Heavy Duty 
Equipment 

0550

O / O P  S E L L I N G
O U T ! 2 0 0 5
D 4 G L G P D o z e r ,
mini excavator, skid-
steer, IHC Single
axle dump, 27,000
lb. tandem dually
and 20'/14,000 lb
trailers. Hyd. auger,
hyd. hammer, dig
buckets and 46"
twist bucket. Would
l i k e t o s e l l t h e
c o m p l e t e k i t .
$ 1 6 5 , 0 0 0 .

***WILLING TO
SELL

SEPARATELY!***
Call  403-331-8196
o r  e m a i l
gonecoastal61@
gmail .com

Sport Utility 
Vehicles 

0575

2008  BUCK  EN-
CLAVE fully loaded
navigation, panor-
amic sun roof, DVD,
new Michelin tires.
205,000km, Asking
$12,900.00 Phone
403-320-6725

Business 
Opps 

0620

Business Opps 
0620

Services
0800

ASPHALT PAVING
BUSINESS  FOR
SALE Several pur-
chase options avail-
able. For more info
call Darin at 403-
330-7187 or email
dfenz@telus.net

General Help 
Wanted 

0650

General Help Wanted 
0650

PAID IN ADVANCE!
M a k e $ 1 0 0 0 A
Week Mailing Bro-
chures From Home!
No Experience Re-
q u i r e d . H e l p i n g
home workers since
2 0 0 1 ! G e n u i n e
Opportunity. Start
Immediately!
www.Mail ingTeam
.net

CAUGHT YOU!!

LOOKING
Grab readers’ eye 

with an
Attention Getter
above your ad.
Call 328-4433

Lethbridge Herald
Classifieds

Careers 
0625

Careers 
0625

Careers 
0625

L O N E  P I N E
CRUSHING LTD. is
l o o k i n g t o h i r e
Grave l  Crusher
workers at a job site
in Medicine Hat area
with a potential start
date February 2018.
- Experience pre-
ferred but will train if
necessary.
- Must have drivers
license as will need
transportation to and
from job site.
- Must be able to
work nightshift

Please send
resume by email to

Amanda at
baritoilfield

@xplornet.com

Due to an impending retirement, the Eastern Irrigation District (EID), 
Brooks, Alberta, seeks a full time Accounting Supervisor, serving a key role within the corporation.  

The EID, a leader amongst Alberta’s irrigation districts, is an integral component of the economic, environmental and social fabric of southeastern 
Alberta.  Our core business is the delivery of water to 300,000 acres of irrigated farmland plus all of the lakes/reservoirs, wetlands, industries, 
municipalities and many rural acreages throughout our region. The District also operates a fleet of heavy construction equipment that performs 
rehabilitation and maintenance on our 4,000 km of delivery and drainage systems.  Building on a proud 80 year history, the EID maintains its 
focus on agriculture, sustainability and social responsibility.

Brooks, one of Alberta’s cities, has a young population, diverse economy and an unique multi-cultural flavour.  Located on the TransCanada 
Highway, 1.5 hours southeast of Calgary, Brooks is the region’s service centre with first class professional, retail, medical, educational and 
recreational services and facilities.  The County of Newell, supported by strong agricultural and oil & gas sectors, surrounds Brooks and offers 
abundant opportunities for outdoor enthusiasts.

This position reports to the Assistant General Manager – Corporate Services with a supporting staff encompassing reception / cashier; human 
resources / payroll; accounts receivable and payable; and records management.

Key responsibilities include:
-   efficient, timely and accurate completion of corporate accounting functions including billings, payments, budgeting, financial reports and 

statements; 
-  corporate records management;
-  maintaining and updating the suite of accounting-related software;
-  coaching, training and supporting accounting staff and other staff involved with related functions.

Qualifications: 
-   accounting degree or equivalent post-secondary education combined with at least 5 years of broadly-based experience, including preparation 

of monthly and annual financial statements.  Professional accounting designation is an asset.
-   minimum of 3 years supervisory experience in a similar setting, including experience coaching, training and developing team members.
-  strong analytical, reconciliation, research and problem-solving skills.
-   technical proficiency in the use of accounting software; ideally with GP Dynamics, Smart Lists, Management Reporter, Storm, Microsoft Word 

and Excel software.
-  effective interpersonal and communication skills.
-   strong project management and organizational skills with the ability to manage multiple tasks, produce accurate results and meet deadlines.
-  bondable with a clean criminal records report.
-  valid Alberta Class 5 vehicle operator’s licence

The Eastern Irrigation District offers a competitive salary, a comprehensive benefits package including a defined benefit pension plan, along 
with learning and development opportunities.  Interested applicants are invited to submit a resume to humanresources@eid.ca.  

We thank all applicants for your interest in the EID; however, only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

Human Resources • Eastern Irrigation District
P. O. Box 128, 550 Industrial Road W

Brooks, Alberta • T1R 1B2
email: humanresources@eid.ca • Fax: (403) 362-6206

janice.hill@eid.ca

ACCOUNTING SUPERVISOR

GENERAL FARM WORKER
FULL TIME

Seasonal & Permanent

Start Date: March 1st, 2018
Job Description:
Plant, cultivate and irrigate crops, Fertilize and spray crops,
Harvest crops, Operate and maintain farm machinery and
equipment, Detect disease and health problems in crops,
Examine produce for quality and prepare for market, Write
daily basic progress reports.

Equipment and Machinery Experience:
Planting equipment, Swather, Tractor, Farm truck Fertilizer
applicator, Combine harvester, Sprayer or duster.

Education: Not required.

Experience: Experience is an asset.

Salary: $20.50 to $22.50 hourly, 40 - 44 Hours per week.

Work Location Information: Room & Board is provided.
Rural Area.

Permanent employees will be offered
a benefit health package.

Apply by e-mail to: hope.w@walterfarms.com
Apply by mail to:

1510C-31 Street North Lethbridge, Alberta T1H 5J8
Apply by fax: (403) 381-3345

Attention Residents of Taber!!!!
 Looking to augment your income?

• Work only 1-2 hours per morning
• Work a seven day on, seven day off, work
  schedule
• Make over $500 per month
• Deliver newspapers in the community of
  Taber
•  Applicant  must  have a  smaller,  reliable
car,  valid  drivers  license  and insurance
•  Ideal  opportunity  for  stay  home  moms,
retired,  or  semi  retired  individuals,  or
anyone looking to augment their income

For more information call
 Mike Petty

Distribution Coordinator
 Lethbridge Herald

 403-380-7589

FOR SALE
BUDGET BLINDS FRANCHISE

We offer a full line of high quality window
coverings, provide customers with free in
home consultat ions, complete with
accurate measuring and installation
services. As well cutting edge smart home
automation.

We are the largest custom window
covering company in North America, with
the support of a corporate team since
1992. This is a family friendly business
with an outstanding business model with a
network of over 1000 enthusiast ic
franchisee's. We have value alliance
vendors, with the support of a dedicated
corporate team.

I started my local Lethbridge Budget
Blind franchise in 2007 and now am ready
to retire.

For serious inquiries contact
Michel Longtin @ 403 892 0686.

Kelly
Blais

Sales and
Lease 

Consultant
Cell 

403-894-5519
Work 

403-328-9651

$2000Mention this
ad for OFF!

Pamper Your Mind & Body Today!
10 am - 12 am • 7 days a week

Shower Room ~ Jacuzzi Room
~ Soft Heat Sauna ~

716 - 13 St. N.
403-317-9383

Classifieds...
Consider it SOLD!

PH: 403-328-4433 • Fax 403-381-3350
www.prairiepost.com

C H E C K  Y O U R  A D
Please check your ad the first day that it runs to see that all of the information is correct. This
will ensure that your ad is exactly what you want readers to see. Occasionally instructions are
misunderstood and an error may occur in an ad. If this happens to you please contact us the
first day your ad appears and we will be happy to correct it as soon as possible. Our number is
328-4433

The Prairie Post assumes responsibility only for the first insertion. 
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CALENDARS!CALENDARS!
MARK YOUR 

For more information - Contact 403-380-7583 for details. 

Visit www.lethbridgeauctions.com
to preview the deals and get ready to bid!

is coming this
February
20th to 22nd! 
Lethbridgeauctions.com

Auction
2018

ONLINE

100’s of items 
at amazing 
discounts!


