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W E S T  E D I T I O N

BY J.W. SCHNARR

SOUTHERN ALBERTA NEWSPAPERS
A new greenhouse facility which broke ground in

Magrath might seem like science fiction, but could
soon be supplying Lethbridge with 20 per cent of the
city’s daily fruit and vegetable requirement. 

Starfield Centre Magrath is developing the first 
of what its management hopes will be many facilities
in southern Alberta utilizing green energy and high-
end technology to grow year-round polyculture crops
with a minimal carbon footprint needed to get the
food to market. 

“We’re one of a kind,” said Leif Fossheim, the
company’s chief of science officer.”There’s nothing 
out there like us.” 

The facility is expected to be completed in the 
next two years and could provide about 100 jobs to
Magrath. 

According to their website, the plan for Starfield
Centre Magrath is to be a flagship facility involving
production in a state-of-the-art farm, a plant and
water research facility, a K-12 education hub, a
public ag-tourism visitor centre, and a demonstration
project for the potential of the area. 

In controlled environment greenhouses, a number 
of different technologies and growing strategies are to
be implemented in order to allow for a year-round
growing cycle. 

The facility at Magrath will include eight 5,000-
square-metre greenhouses. 

“To translate that into Canadian terms, that’s
slightly more than three ice hockey rinks per
greenhouse,” said Alistair Gregor, president and CEO
of Starfield Centre. 

Magrath CAO Wade Alston said the community has
a history of innovation in the agriculture sector, and
this greenhouse project is another example of that
history. 

“We used to be known as the irrigation capital of
Canada,” he said, noting Magrath has also long been

known as the Garden City. 
“When this project came along, it looked like an

ideal fit. We used to have a large food processing plant
here in Magrath, and we’re very much an agriculture-
based community.” 

Fossheim said while greenhouse technology has
essentially remained unchanged for hundreds of
years, the greenhouses at Starfield are a result 
of a ground-up redesign involving as many new
technologies as possible. 

“One of the main focuses on these next-generation
greenhouses is reliance on renewable energy for both
heating and cooling. With the potential of climate
change and carbon taxes, the more you move away
from fossil fuel energy, the better you can produce a
more stable and efficient food system.” 

Technology being used will include the use of
geothermal and solar technology to provide energy,
and special materials used as insulators to help
regulate growing temperatures. 

The area around Magrath has significant
geothermal energy available. 

“We’re measuring 250 feet down for a baseline
temperature of 30 degrees Celsius,” Fossheim said.
“That’s really unusual. We’ve got a geologist who is
trying to figure out why, but we’ve basically hit gold
for geothermal.” 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

New greenhouse facility in Magrath under construction

Southern Alberta Newspapers photo by Tijana Martin 
DOWN AND DIRTY: The Blue Dragon makes its way through the mud during the 8th annual Coaldale Carnage Smash and Splash Mud Bog on June 4.

Photo contributed by Alastair Gregor/Starfield
Starfield Centre Magrath broke ground on its 46-
acre Next-Generation Greenhouse project
recently.
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BY MELISSA VILLENEUVE

SOUTHERN ALBERTA NEWSPAPERS
Two owners of a Cardston store face charges, and

more than a million dollars of inventory has been
seized, after allegations of firearms sold to unlicensed
customers.

ALERT Lethbridge’s organized crime and gang team
and the RCMP National Weapons Enforcement
Support Team conducted a five-month investigation
into K&D Implements in Cardston. They executed a
search warrant on May 29 with the assistance of
Cardston RCMP and Lethbridge Police.

Dean Sommerfeldt, 58, and Todd Sommerfeldt, 31,
were arrested and jointly charged with trafficking a
firearm, possession of weapons for the purpose of
trafficking, careless storage of a restricted weapon,
and transfer of a weapon and/or ammunition without
authority.

The entire store’s firearms inventory of 1,000 guns
and one million rounds of ammunition was also
seized. The estimated value of the seized items is
between $1.2 and $1.4 million.

Both men were released from custody on a number
of court-imposed conditions, including not to possess
any firearms. Their next scheduled court appearance
is June 19 in Cardston.

ALERT alleges K&D Implements was selling
firearms and ammunition illegally. The store owners
are accused of failing to ensure that firearms
purchasers provided valid Possession Acquisition
Licences (PAL), hence the charge of firearms
trafficking.

“This gun store needlessly put public safety at risk
by allowing conceivably anybody to acquire guns,”
said ALERT Lethbridge Staff Sgt. Jason Walper. 
“We would be naive to think that organized crime 
and the criminal element did not take advantage of
this opportunity.”

Walper isn’t sure how long the business was
allegedly selling the firearms illegally, nor what the
motive may have been. Police are not aware of any
crimes committed using the illegally sold firearms, 
he said, but it’s “certainly, without a doubt, a grave
possibility.

“Again, their actions put the public and public
safety at risk and it’s possible somebody could have
been harmed, seriously wounded or killed because of
a firearm that hits the streets. It’s a big concern to
us.”

The investigation started after a number of public
complaints alleging the owners were trafficking
firearms and ammunition without having the
customer produce a valid PAL.

There is a stringent process to obtain a PAL, Walper
explained, which includes taking an operations and
safety course and a background check.

“Potentially, any person could have walked into that
store and purchased a firearm, without producing the

adequate safeguards that we’ve put into place to
ensure only those individuals that should have
firearms, get the firearms.”

During the investigation, ALERT utilized a variety of
specialized techniques and resources to support the
allegations. Investigators allege these offences took
place on a number of occasions.

NWEST will conduct further analysis on the items
seized, which include: more than one million rounds
of ammunition; 49 handguns; 972 long guns; 
270 kilograms of gun powder; 446 kg of Tannerite, 
a binary explosive material; and 12,000 firearm
primers.

K&D Implements sells a variety of merchandise and
will remain open, however, there will be no sales of
firearms or ammunition as the store is under review
by the Chief Firearms Office.

Glenn Henry, detachment commander with the
Coaldale RCMP, said the investigation is a good
example of collaboration with all police jurisdictions.

“I think without the ALERT teams, the RCMP
detachments — in this case Cardston — would have
some difficulties in doing a thorough, complete
investigation. So we’re very thankful that we have

these resources and that we work so well together.”
Henry wants to recognize the RCMP officers on the

frontlines day after day who detect these types of
occurrences. In this case, it was a member of the
Cardston RCMP who recognized the need for a larger
investigation.

“It was really the catalyst to present a package 
to the ALERT team to take it and continue to the
outcome that we have today.”

Over the years, police are seeing more and more
firearm-related investigations take place, said Walper.

“It’s a concern to us publicly and a concern to
police, NWEST and the RCMP. We’re going to continue
to investigate any allegations of firearms trafficking
very seriously, obviously with the potential for
violence that comes out of that,” he said.

“At the end of the day, our job here with ALERT 
and the RCMP and NWEST is to promote safe
communities and to work together collaboratively so
that everyone involved in our community are safe,
that people who are not allowed to have firearms and
ammunition are unable to acquire these items, and
certainly those that are obeying the firearms laws
continue to do so.”

Cardston men facing weapons charges

BY DEMI KNIGHT
The Kainai Ecosystem Protection Association (KEPA)

hosted its annual Summit for the fourth year in a row
June 8-10.

For the first time since its founding, KEPA hosted a
separate location two-day event; one in Standoff and
the second day at the University of Lethbridge. 

This year’s Summit event was based around the
theme of ‘Blackfoot Science’ and worked to educate
participants on the necessities of environmental
protection and conservation. 

Past chair of KEPA, Mike Bruised Head, says this
year was about bringing voices to the table from
where the group originally began.

“We want to spread more awareness of
environmental issues,” said Bruised Head. 

“Every year, we have a new theme and we hear from
professionals and scientists and even students and
people were starting to ask why they don’t hear from
us, so that’s why we made this year’s theme the
Blackfoot science.”   

The Kainai Ecosystem Protection Association was
first formed four years ago to fill the void on the 
Blood Reserve of no existing environmental groups.
Bruised Head says the necessity of understanding
and maintaining the environment is something that
should be addressed by everyone from every
community. 

“We want to bring more awareness,” he adds. 

“For the past 20 to 30 years, there’s never been an
environmental group on the Blood Reserve. To me, 
I feel not only should we be sharing, but also creating
a place free of racism and separation for young people
to join with elders and discuss problems, solutions
and create the capacity for environmental knowledge
and consciousness because it’s something we should
all care about.”

This three-day event that usually takes place in
Standoff alone moved this year within city limits 
to the University of Lethbridge for its second day, 
with hopes to attract more college and university
professors and students alike by bringing it into their
community for easy access. 

The first day of the event was once again held in
Standoff. During these two days, a number of
speakers and professionals shared their knowledge
and information on environmental issues. 

Speakers and scientists Charlie Crow Chief and
Cristina Eisenberg were two of the people to give
presentations throughout the two-day event 
at Standoff and the University of Lethbridge.
Accompanying these sessions also were authors Greg
Cajete and Wes Olsen. A presentation was also done
by Leroy Little Bear. 

The third day of the event moved on to day-long field
trips that allowed members of the event to not only
hear information on the environment, but also to
experience it. 

“This year, we had day-long field trips on the 
Sunday to Sundial Site to visit historical sights,
Blackfeet bison herding as well as a trip to Waterton
where we are doing a new environmental study and
assessment. We do this so that the people get to
experience the real thing as well as hearing about it
for the full experience.”

In its past four years of existence, the Summit
sessions have pulled in an audience from all over,
with upwards of 200 people in attendance each 
year. As well as the audience, world renowned
scientists have attended the events to give talks or
presentations as well as professors, and students
learning about environmental sciences alike. 

The event offers material that is valuable to the
audience from a wide range of professionals and
speakers; making the event a highly-regarded
happening amongst the community for its
environmental work. 

Bruised Head says the Summit events are a great
way each year to learn and to meet new people. 

“We have people attending from all over. Some
people keep coming back each year, because it’s a
great place to network and meet a lot of new friends
as well as gain valuable knowledge,” he adds. 

“We’ve tackled a lot of issues in the past including
water and air quality and solar and windmill energy
discussions. It’s a great place to discuss issues with
scientist, students and local elders.”

Changes help bring awareness about KEPA Summit

Southern Alberta Newspapers photo by Tijana Martin
Staff Sgt. Jason Walper, left, and RCMP Staff Sgt. Glenn Henry display some of the guns and
ammunition recently seized from K&D Implements in Cardston as a result of a joint investigation
between ALERT Lethbridge and the RCMP National Weapons Enforcement Support Team.
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BY DEMI KNIGHT
A new grant was given this spring to Agriculture for

Life Inc. to help continue its Young Farmers safety
days throughout the year.

This grant was funded by the Occupational Health
and Safety Innovation and Engagement Grants
Program of up to $50,000 to help keep youth safe
from workplace casualties. 

Luree Williamson, chief executive officer at
Agriculture for Life Inc., says this grant is of the

utmost importance when it comes to keeping the
youth of today safe. 

“I think it’s vital that we provide education and
safety awareness to the youth as they are statistically
speaking one third more likely to be injured on 
the job, due mostly to their lack of experience with
such heavy or complicated equipment,” explains
Williamson.

The Young Farmers’ safety days work to travel
across the province to different communities and offer

advice and training on a platform of different work-
related issues.

Education to new and young workers on topics 
such as confined spaces, trailer safety, ATV safety,
route planning and handling large animals are just 
a handful of sessions included within offered safety
days.

These classes are offered to junior and senior 
high-school students throughout Alberta in the hopes
to reduce and prevent the number of occupational
hazards. 

“We have a series of stations set up at schools that
help give information and hands on training to a
multitude of different hazard assessment and control
situations,” adds Williamson about the content
offered during the safety days events. 

This new funding will help to support Agriculture 
for Life Inc. in the development and implementation 
of these safety days which Williamson believes is
necessary due to the nature of the farming job
description.

“Farm and rural environments can have a multitude
of different hazards attached to it and it’s so vital that
we educate the young about this before they get into
it.”

Since 1990, it is estimated there have been 355
fatalities within the province due to agriculture injury
events, equating to around 18 deaths per year, with
four of these 18 being in those younger than the age
of 14. 

Agriculture for Life Inc. works in part with the
Alberta Government, schools throughout the province
and different community groups to bring these safety
days to the public of Alberta in hopes to ultimately
decrease this number of fatalities in the years to
come. 

Last year alone, Agriculture for Life Inc. worked 
with its partners to reach more than 25,700 children,
youth and parents across Alberta. 

With this new funding, it is hoped the Young
Farmers Safety Days program can be both
maintained and expanded further across the 
province in the future.

Funding for farm safety is on the rise

Photo courtesy of Agriculture for Life Inc.
Students participating in hands on training during Farmer Safety training day.
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